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and his belief in its authority ought to impel him to use it with all the 
intelligence which he possesses or can acquire. 

II. Such an ideal of Bible study implies that it must be pursued 
continuously and systematically. So the Bereans examined the Scrip- 
tures daily. The words imply critical study and perseverance in it. 
The sketch given above includes enough work to occupy a long lifetime. 
It is, of course, not to be expected that ordinary Christians will be 
able to do it all. But they can " press toward the mark." Even a 
partial study along right lines will illuminate the whole subject. Our 
churches and schools and societies should organize under competent 
leaders. The following maxims should not be forgotten : 

A little time given each day to thoughtful study is worth a much 
longer time given occasionally. 

The practical, religious use of Scripture should be united with its 
careful, critical study. The two should not be separated. They need 
each other. 

Helps to Bible study should not be used ordinarily until the pas- 
sage itself has been studied. 

Bible study should be regarded as a lifelong work ; the daily food 
of the spiritual life. 

III. Finally, a word as to the spirit in which the study should be 
pursued. There should be the Berean nobility of mind. It should 
be without prejudices, resolved to learn with humility what God has 
actually taught. It should be with reverence even when using the 
most critical methods. It should be with faith in God and in his 
Son. When the Bible is studied without such faith, the highest admira- 
tion of it is of little value. When studied with faith, its difficulties 
will not obscure the truth, while the latter will shine with both the 
heat and light of the Sun of righteousness. In the study of the Bible 
thus pursued lies the hope of unity of all believers, the purification of 
societv, and the progress of the kingdom of God. 



THE BIBLE THE WORD OF GOD. 

By O. P. Gifford, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

" That the man of God may be thoroughly made ready to every good work." 
— 2 Tim. 3: 17. 

Timothy was Paul's favorite, his " son in the gospel." His readi- 
ness for service, his usefulness in service, were due to his early training. 
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He was a man of one book ; the book which makes wise unto salva- 
tion. 

Jesus Christ is the theme of the book ; God was the author of the 
book. 

The breath of God is the soul of man ; the breath of God is the 
secret of the book. 

Man is God-breathed, man is God-breathing; God breaths in and 
through man. The Bible is God-breathed and God-breathing. It 
contains the thoughts of God. It transmits the thoughts of God to 
the mind of man; the Bible teaches, reproves, corrects, instructs; the 
end sought is a soul equipped for service, furnished unto all good works. 

The soul of man is a Gennesaret, not a Dead Sea ; it takes to give, 
not to keep. Knowledge of, continuance in, the Scriptures are the 
conditions of preparation for good works. 

The local church is strong if the members of it are strong. You 
cannot make a good building of poor material, nor a strong church 
of weak members ; the secret of strength in a church is strength in the 
members ; the secret of strength in the members is a knowledge of, a 
continuance in, the Scriptures. 



PROFITLESS AND PROFITABLE STUDY OF THE BIBLE. 

By Marcus Dods, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

" Ye search the Scriptures because ye think that in them ye have eternal life ; 
and these are they which bear witness of me ; and ye will not come to me, that ye may 
have life." — John 5:39. 

1. What Scripture is. — "These are they which bear witness of me." 
Here are many books of various kinds and in more than one language, 
written in times widely apart, in countries remote from one another. 
What is the unifying element ? What is it that brings them together 
and forms them into one consistent whole ? It is their connection 
with that grand historical revelation which culminated in Christ. 
As Luther always proclaimed: "The true touchstone of Scrip- 
ture is, Does it exhibit Christ ? That which presents Christ is Scrip- 
ture, though Judas or Herod wrote it ; that which does not present 
Christ is not Scripture, though Peter or John wrote it." From him 
Scripture derives its significance and its authority, as the ring has its 
value from the diamond which it holds to view. It is either the 
preparation for Christ, or the history of his life, or the proclamation 
of his risen life and reign by his immediate followers. 



